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AL-E MAKULA

AL-E MAKULA, a Persian noble family prominent at Baghdad in the 5th/11th
century, including:

1. Abu Sa‘d (or Said) ‘Abd-al-Wahed b. Ahmad b. Ja*far b. Makula, vizier to the
Buyid Jalal-al-dawla, ruler of Basra, from whom Abu Sa‘d received the name
‘Alam-al-din—the second man in Islam to have a laqab employing “din”; the
father of Jalal-al-dawla, Baha'-al-dawla, was the first (Rokn-al-din). After the
failure of Jalal-al-dawla’s first attempt to reach Baghdad (416/1025) Abu Sa‘d
was arrested and remained in prison till his death in 417/1026.

2. Abu’l-Qasem Hebatallah b. ‘Al1 b. JaTar b. Makula, born 365/976, succeeded
his younger brother Abt ‘All (no. 3) as vizier to Jalal-al-dawla in 423/1032.
Having gone on a mission to the ‘Uqailid ruler of Mosul he was detained for
more than two years, and in 430/1038 was strangled in prison at Hit. Abu’l-
Qasem b. Makaula is also said to have been vizier to the caliph Qa’em.

3. Abu ‘All Hasan b. ‘Al1 b. Ja'far b. Makula, born 366/976-77, replaced his
cousin Abu Sa‘d (no. 1) as vizier to Jalal-al-dawla. In 421/1030 he commanded
an armada of 1,300 ships which descended the Tigris in an attempt to take
Basra, then held by another Buyid. The expedition failed disastrously. Abu ‘All
was captured, and though released, met his death at Ahvaz through a domestic
intrigue in the following year (422/1031).

4. Abu ‘Abdallah Hosayn b. ‘Al b. Ja‘far b. Makula, born 368/978-79, Safe‘l
jurist. Qazt of Basra before 417/1026, he was qazi-al-qozat in Baghdad from
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420/1029 till his death in 447/1055-56.

5. Abu Nasr ‘Al1 b. Hebatallah b. ‘Ali b. Ja'far b. Makula, called al-Amir, son of
no. 2, born 421/1030 or 422/1031 at ‘Okbara near Baghdad, well-known
traditionist and genealogist. He received instruction at home, and afterwards
studied and traveled in Iraq, Khorasan, Syria, Egypt, etc. In later life he served
on official missions, going in 467/1075 to Samargand and Bokhara to take the
oath of allegiance to the new caliph al-Moqtadi. Like others of his house his
death was by violence: He was Kkilled and robbed by his Turkish attendants
while on another journey—the destination is variously stated as Kuzestan (al-
Ahwaz) or Kerman—in 475/1082-83. He left the following works: 1. Ketab al-
ekmal ft raf ‘arez al-ertiab ‘an al-mo‘talef wa’l-moktalef men al-asma’ wa’l-kona
wa’l-ansab, on proper names, begun 464/1071-72, completed 467/1074-75. 2.
Ketab tahdib mostamerr al-awham, left unfinished in 472/1079-80. A MS of the
work (Institute of Arabic MSS, history no. 190) is noted by Yamani (Ketab al-
ekmal, intro., p. 37). Presumably earlier than these, and now lost, is 3.
Mofakarat al-qalam wa’l-sayf wa’l-dinar, mentioned by Kasf al-zonun (Leipzig,
VL, p. 8), and Tartk al-wozara..
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