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AL-E AFRASIAB (1)

AL-E AFRASIAB, a minor Iranian Shi‘ite dynasty of Mazandaran in the
Caspian coastlands that flourished in the late mediaeval, pre-Safavid period; it
is also called (e.g. by Rabino) the Kia dynasty of Calab or Calav (after the
district [boliik] of that name in Amol, Mazandaran). In the tortuous politics
and military maneuverings of the petty princes of the Caspian region, the Kias
or Al-e Afrasiab rose to prominence as the ancient line of the Baduspanid
Espahbads came towards its end in the 8th/14th century. The eponymous
founder of the family, Kia Afrasiab b. Kia Hasan, was a commander in the
service of his brother-in-law Fakr-al-dawla Hasan b. Kaykosrow. The occasion
of Fakr-al-dawla’s execution of his vizier Kia Jalal-al-din Ahmad b. Jalal, a
member of an influential Mazandaran family, the Kia-ye Jalalis, who were
ancient rivals of the Al-e Afrasiab, aroused such resentment that Fakr-al-dawla
was obliged vainly to try and conciliate the Al-e Afrasiab in order to secure
support; but in fact Kia Afrasiab’s two sons ‘All and Mohammad murdered
Fakr-al-dawla in 750/1349, thus bringing to an end a dynasty whose
antecedents went back to pre-Islamic times.

Kia Afrasiab now assumed power in Amol and possibly in Sari also. Lacking
support amongst the local military leaders, he sought a rapprochement with a
local ‘Alid shaikh, Qewam-al-din b. ‘Abdallah Mar‘asi, called Mir-e Bozorg, but
was unable to achieve stable power; after ten years’ rule, he and his three sons
were killed by a coalition of military and religious elements under Qewam-al-
din at Jalalakmar-par¢in near Amol in 760/1359. Qewam-al-din now
established the line of Mar‘as1 Sayyeds (q.v.), of Husaynid descent, which was



https://www.iranicaonline.org/articles/baduspanids-a-dynasty-ruling-ruyan-and-rostamdar-from-the-late-5th-11th-to-the-10th-16th-century-with-the-title-of-ostand

(3

@\ AL-E AFRASIAB (1) | Clifford Edmund Bosworth

to rule in Mazandaran for over two centuries.

The Al-e Afrasiab attempted a revanche in this same year 760/1359, when one
of its members, Kia Fakr-al-din Calavi, murdered Qewam-al-din’s son Kamal-
al-din ‘Abdallah, but this provoked a retaliatory bloodbath of the Afrasiabis
and of surviving members of the Bavandid family (see Al-e Bavand). The Al-e
Afrasiab only re-emerged as a force in the Caspian region with the eighth son
of Kia Afrasiab, Eskandar-e Sayki, who had fled to Herat and taken service
under Timur. When Timur led an expedition into Mazandaran in 795/1393, he
sacked Amol and Sari, deposed the Mar‘asi Sayyeds, and appointed Eskandar
as his governor; Eskandar then proceeded to demolish the tomb at Sari of
Qewam-al-din Mar‘asi. However, during Timar’s campaign of 802/1399-1400
westwards into Iraq, Azarbaijan and Anatolia, Eskandar rebelled at Amol
against his master; Timar marched into Mazandaran in 805/1402-03 and killed
the rebel, but pardoned his two sons Kia Hosayn and Kia ‘AllL.

The former son was left by Timiur as governor of the Alborz mountain fortress
of Firtizkih, and his son in turn, Lohrasp, is mentioned as ruling over Talagan
in western Mazandaran in 880/1475-76. A grandson (?) of Lohrasp b. Hosayn,
Kia Hosayn or Hasan b. ‘Al1, ruled over part of Rostamdar (i.e. western
Mazandaran) and the inland mountain districts of Firazkth, Damavand, and
Hari-rad. During the period of the disintegration of the Aq Qoyunla
confederation, Kia Hosayn expanded southwards, seized Semnan and Ray, and
defeated the Timurid governor of Astarabad, Mohammad Hosayn Mirza. He
opposed the rising power of Esma‘ll Safawi, and it may be that he saw himself
as Esma‘l’s rival for leadership of the Shi‘ites in Iran. Esma‘l invaded
Mazandaran in 909/1504, captured the fortresses of Gol-e Kandan and
Firtzkuh, and besieged Kia Hosayn in Osta and then captured him. The latter
managed to commit suicide, but his body was burned publicly at Isfahan and
his supporters in Mazandaran were massacred (see G. Sarwar, History of Shah
Ismal Safawi, Aligarh, 1939, pp. 45-49; R. M. Savory, “The Consolidation of
Safavid Power in Persia,” Islam 41, 1965, pp. 73-74). In this way, the century-
and-a-half rule of the Al-e Afrasiab in the Caspian provinces came to an end.

Finally, there is mention in the sources of a last member of the family, one
Sohrab Calavi, who entered the service of the Safavids and was commander of
the fortress of Ardahan in the district of Savaj Bolag in southern Azarbaijan
under Shah Esma‘l.
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