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AKTAR, AHMAD BEG GORJI

AKTAR, AHMAD BEG GORJI, a poet of the era of Fath-‘Ali Shah Qajar
(1212-50/1797-1834). Hedayat (Majma’ al-fosaha’1, pp. 154-55, 319) writes that
Aktar was originally a Georgian slave under the Safavids and that Solayman
Khan Qajar cut off his tongue for his impudence; calling him a “capable poet,”
he cites thirteen of his verses. Aktar’s work consisted of gasidas, gazals, and
scurrilous satires, but no collection of his poetry seems to have been made. In
1234/1819, on the instructions of Fath-‘All Shah, he began the composition of a
work entitled Tadkera-ye anjoman-ara, which remained incomplete on his
death. His brother, Mohammad-Baqer Beg “Nasat1” continued the work, but he
too died before completing it. In the end, Mohammad Fazel Khan Garrusi
“Raw1” (d. 1253/1837) took up the task and completed the work under the title
Anjoman-e Kaqan (q.v.).
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