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AKES

AKES (Greek Akēs), a river in Central Asia, the modern Tejen or Harī-rūd
(q.v.). According to Herodotus (3.117), before the Achaemenids the
Chorasmians possessed the valley of the Akes, which through five separate
channels irrigated fields belonging to the tribes of Hyrcanians, Parthians,
Sarangians, Thamanaeans, and Chorasmians. When these tribes were
conquered by the Persians, he relates, sluice gates were constructed which
were opened for distribution of the water over the fields only on personal
appeal to the king and against high payment.
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