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AKBAR FATHALLAH

AKBAR SEPAHDAR-E AZAM, FATHALLAH KHAN, prime minister of Iran from
Aban, 1299 S./October, 1920 to Esfand, 1299 S./February, 1921. At different
times he was known by his successive titles as Béglerbégi, Salar-e Afkam,
Salar-e A’zam, Sardar-e Mansur (from 1320/1902-03), and Sepahdar-e A'zam
(from 1333/1914-15). A rich notable of Gilan, he was the son of Hajji Khan
Omsa’1 and the nephew of Akbar Khan Béglerbégi of Rast. For many years
Akbar Khan and he were the lessees of the customs administrations of Gilan,
Mazandaran, and Khorasan. After Akbar Khan’s death in 1307/1889-90,
Fathallah Khan married his widow and took control of his wealth, since

Akbar Khan’s only children were two daughters, and the inheritance of one of
them, who died a little later, passed to her mother. In or around 1318/1900-01,
the postal service was farmed out to Fathallah Khan for 60,000 tomans yearly,
and he was appointed minister of posts (M. Jamalzada, Ganj-e Sayagan, Berlin,
1335/1916-17, p. 135). After the grant of parliamentary government, Fathallah
Khan supported the constitutionalist cause, and after Mohammad-‘All Shah’s
coup d’état, he was arrested and banished to Mazandaran on 17 Jomada I
1326/17 June 1908, the day following his dismissal from office as minister of
posts and telegraphs (Y. Dawlatabadi, Tartk-emo‘aser ya hayat-e Yahya 11,
Tehran, 1328 S./1949, p. 261; M. Malekzada, Tartk-eenqelab-e masrutiyat-e Iran
I, Tehran, 1329 S./1950, p. 248). He again became minister of the post and
telegraph after the constitutionalist victory and the deposition of Mohammad-
‘All Shah, and he later held the same office three times more. He was also
twice minister of justice. On 29 Sawwal 1334/29 August 1916 he was appointed
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minister of the interior in the first cabinet of Wottuig-al-dawla (A. ‘A. Sepehr,
Iran dar jang-e bozorg, Tehran, 1336 S./1957, p. 378). In Wotag-al-dawla’s third
cabinet, which negotiated the abortive Anglo-Iranian treaty of 1337/1919, he
was minister of war, and in October, 1920, he became prime minister. After
the coup d’état of February, 1921, he took refuge in the British legation and
then went to his home at Rast, where he lived quietly until his death around
the beginning of 1317 S./March, 1938 (Qazvini, Yaddastha VIII, p. 190). His
remains were buried at the shrine of Ebn Babtya in Ray. He has often been
portrayed as stupid, but his career and actions suggest that probably much of
his naiveté was calculated. An Englishman, Henry Savage Landor, found him

intelligent, shrewd, and kind (M. Mahmtd, Tarik-erawabet-e siasi-e Iran o
Engelis, Tehran, 1328-33 S./1949-54, VII, p. 1885).
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