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‘AJEZ, NARAYAN KAUL

‘AJEZ, NARAYAN KAUL, Kashmiri Brahman of the 17th-18th centuries, a poet
and compiler of Moktasar-e tartk-e Kasmir (1710-11; see Storey, I/1, pp. 681-82).
No biographical details are available. During the Mughal period Persian-
language historiography flourished in Kashmir, drawing on a long tradition of
Sanskrit historical writing there. Two notable 17th century works are the
anonymous Baharestan-e saht and the Tartk-eKasmir of Haydar Malek. The
Hindu ‘Ajez was asked by the governor of Kashmir to compare Haydar Malek’s
ornate work with some of the Sanskrit chronicles, and the poet prepared his
Moktasar, an abridged version of the Tartk-eKasmir. The style of the work is
relatively plain; while not original, it retains useful data, e.g., regarding the
revenue of the various administrative districts (parganas).
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