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AHSAN AL-TAWARIK

AHSAN AL-TAWARIK, a chronological history of Iran and the neighboring
countries written by Hasan Beg Ramla (b. 937/1530-31), a qurct in the service
of the Safavid Shah Tahmasb. The first volume includes the historical events of
Iran, the Ottoman empire, and Transoxania from 807/1405, the accession of
the Timurid Sahrok, to 899/1493-94 during the reign of the Aq Qoyunlii Rostam
Beg over western and central Iran and that of Sultan Hosayn Bayqara in
Khorasan. The author treats in great detail the reigns of Sahrok
(807-50/1405-47), his son Ulug Beg, and their successors, as well as the careers
of other Timurid princes such as Baysonqor, Ebrahim Soltan, and Mohammad
Juki. The work includes biographical notices about prominent figures in
science, literature, and art and information concerning their work. The second
volume continues the account of the events in Iran down to 985/1577, where
the narration suddenly breaks off. It covers in detail the last years of the Aq
Qoyunla dynasty in the west and northwest of Iran and the rise of Esma‘l II
(984-85/1576-78) and includes notices about the Ottoman sultans, the Uzbeks,
and the Chaghatay khans on the western and eastern frontiers of Iran.

Hasan Beg appears to have written a general history from the beginning of
creation until his own time in twelve volumes, of which the present work
formed the last two. The suggestion that the first ten volumes were never
compiled (Qazvini, Yaddastha 111, p. 345) is contradicted by textual references
(vol. II, pp. 141, 460, 495). But these volumes would have contained little
original information, just as the history of 9th/15th century Iran is all
borrowed from ‘Abd-al-Razzaq’s Matla“-e sa‘dayn (for the reign of Sahrok and
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other Timurid princes), Qazi Tehran?’s Tarik-eDiarbakr (for the history of Aq
Qoyunla Turkmans), and Habib al-star (for the reign of Sultan Hosayn
Bayqara, the rise of Shah Esma‘l, and the biographical notices about men of
letters and science). His source for the history of the Ottomans seems to have
been Bedlisr’s Hast Behest.
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