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AḤMAD B. JAʿFAR

AḤMAD B. JAʿFAR B. MŪSĀ B. YAḤYĀ B. ḴĀLED B. BARMAK, ABU’L-ḤASAN,
poet, man of letters, musician, wit, and bon vivant at the court of several
ʿAbbasid caliphs, hence sometimes called al-Nadīm (“the boon-companion”);
born in 224/839, he lived to a great age and died in Šaʿbān 324 or 326/July, 936,
or June, 938. The laqab or nickname Jaḥẓa by which he was usually known
was given to him by Ebn al-Moʿtazz with reference to his bulging eyes (cf. al-
Jāḥeẓ). His connection with the caliphs Moʿtamed (256-79/870-92) and
Moqtader (295-320/908-32) is especially mentioned. To his unprepossessing
appearance, perhaps also to the realization sometimes expressed in his poetry
that the great days of the caliphate were over, may be due the astringent, even
perverse character attributed to him by, among others, Abu’l-Faraǰ Eṣfahānī,
who knew him well (Aḡānī1 V, pp. 32, 161). But he was regarded by good judges
as an exceptionally talented musician and poet, and he is frequently referred
to or quoted by writers of his own time and later, notably Yāqūt, from whose
notice and citations a considerable part of Jaḥẓa’s dīvān could be recovered
(Odabāʾ I, pp. 383-405; Moʿǰam al- boldān, index).
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