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AHMAD NEHAVANDI

AHMAD B. MOHAMMAD NEHAVANDI, 2nd/8th century ‘Abbasid astronomer.
The fame of this author is due almost entirely to Ebn Yunos’s statement (al-Z7j,
pp- 156-59) that he knew of no observations to determine the mean motion of
the sun between the time of Ptolemy and that of the authors of al-Zyj al-
momtahan save those made by Ahmad b. Mohammad Nehavandi at
JondiSabur in the days of Yahya b. Kaled b. Barmak; the results of these
observations were recorded in Ahmad’s al-Ztj al-moStamel. Since Yahya was
Harun al-Rasid’s vizier from 786 to 803, Nehavandi presumably made his
observations in the 790s. Thus he is probably not identical, as Suter and Sezgin
have suggested, with Ahmad b. Mohammad, the calculator mentioned by Ebn
al-Nadim (p. 282). Among the three works of the latter is a Ketab fi’l-Nil (“Book
concerning the Nile [?]”) addressed to a certain Mohammad b. Masa. Whether
this Mohammad is the famous Kvarazmi, who flourished during the caliphate
of Ma'mun, or the son of Masa b. Saker, who belonged to the following
generation, either individual is too late to be associated with Nehavandi. It
would have been unusual for a Persian scholar to compose a book about the
Nile.
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