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AGAJI BOKARI

AGAJI (or AGACI) BOKARI, ABU’L-HASAN ‘ALI B. ELYAS, Samanid amir and
poet; he served at the courts of Mansur b. Nih and Nah b. Mansar
(350-87/961-97) and is called a contemporary of Daqiql (Awfl, Lobab [Tehran],
pp.- 568, 623). He may have belonged to the Samanid family, a possibility
strengthened by the fact that ‘Awfl discusses him in the chapter on “great
kings” (see Nafisl’s notes to Lobab, pp. 623-24). He wrote panegyrics (of which
a few bayts survive among his fragments) and was himself the subject of such
poems. Ta‘alebl (Tatemmat al-yatima, ed. ‘A. Eqbal, Tehran, 1353/1934-35, 11, p.
113), while naming him among Arabic-speaking poets, states that his Persian
divan was well known in Khorasan. He quotes two of his Arabic bayts, which
translate two lines of his in Persian (occurring in Lobab) and refer to his skills
in horsemanship, archery, lasso-throwing, swordsmanship, backgammon, and
chess. Ta‘aleb1 also cites two other bayts, abusive to the city of Balk. Several
lines are quoted by Raduyani (Tarjoman al-balaga, ed. A. Ates, Istanbul, 1949)
and possibly by Razi (al-Mo jam fi ma‘ayir as‘ar al-‘ajam, ed. Modarres Razawl,
Tehran, 1338 S./1959, pp. 241, 424, verses attributed to “Agaji the poet”).
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