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AFZAL-AL-DIN KERMANI

AFZAL-AL-DIN KERMANI, ABU HAMED AHMAD B. HAMED KUHBONANI,
writer, poet, and physician of Kerman in the 6th and early 7th/12th and early
13th centuries (introduction to M. E. Bastani Parizi, Saljuqian va Gozz dar
Kerman, Tehran, 1343 S./1964, p. 57); he is often called Afzal-al-din Kateb
(Naser-al-din Mons$i Kermani, Semt al-ola, ed. ‘A. Eqbal Astiani, Tehran, 1328
$./1949, p. 17). In his Eqd al-ola (ed. ‘A. M. ‘Amer1, Tehran, 1311 $./1932, p. 92),
he mentions one of his teachers, Badi-al-zaman Mohammad b. Abi’l-Ma‘ali.
Afzal was a boon companion of the Saljuq ruler in Kerman, Malek Togrel Shah
(d. 565/1169-70), and his son Malek Arslan Shah (killed 572/1176); and he
worked as a clerk (monsi) for the atabeg Mohammad BozqoS$ (d. 8 Ramazan
592/7 August 1196). He accompanied the shah, the atabeg, and the vizier Majd-
al-din b. Naseh-al-din on most of their journeys to Bam and Jiroft (M. Bayani,
Badaye‘ al-azman, Tehran, 1326 $./1947, p. 68).

The famine of 577/1181 and contemporary disorders forced Afzal to leave
Kerman, and he went to Kihbonan and later to Yazd. During this time (in
582/1186) he corresponded with Jamal-al-dawla Abu’l-Fath, a scholar in
Khorasan and apparently an expert on astronomy, about the prediction of
conjunctions. In Ramazan, 581/December, 1185, when the Gozz leader Malek
Dinar, at the invitation of the amir Mojahed-al-din Kihbonani, advanced on
Kerman and was struck in the face by an arrow during his capture of the
castle of Ravar, Afzal wrote verses about the incident which have been
preserved. Subsequently, perhaps on the recommendation of the chamberlain
(wakil al-dar) Jamal-al-din, Afzal joined Malek Dinar’s court (introd. to Eqd al-
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ola, p. 16). When he went to Yazd to fetch his wife and children, he received
an offer from the atabeg of Yazd to become secretary of the court and director
of the hospital of Yazd, but he refused and returned to Kerman, where he
became a secretary (dabir) of Malek Dinar. It was at this time (584/1188) that
he was encouraged by Jamal-al-din, the vizier Qawam-al-din, and the head of
the clergy (malek al-‘olama’) Nur-al-din to write the ‘Eqd al-'ola, which he
dedicated to Malek Dinar. Under the sons of Malek Dinar, who died in
591/1195, Afzal fell from favor, and we have no further reports of him. His
complaints about the conditions of the day in al-Mozaf suggest that he had
come down in the world. He probably died ca. 615/1218, but it is not known
where (introd. to Saljiigian va Gozz, p. 101).

A small amount of Afzal’s poetry has survived, including a qasida in praise of
Malek Dinar. He conducted a mosa‘ara (poetic contest) in the presence of the
atabeg Sa‘d b. Zangi, the ruler of Fars, and poems by him are quoted in the
Tadkera-ye ‘Arafat (ms. in the possession of Ahmad Gol¢in Ma‘ani, folio 61). His
works are as follows: (1) Eqd al-'ola le’l-mawqef al-ala, on history, statecraft,
and ethics, written for Malek Dinar in 584/1188. (2) Badaye® al-azman ft waqaye’
Kerman, on the history of the Saljuqs of Kerman. No manuscripts of this work
are extant, but parts of it were transcribed by other writers; these were
assembled by Mahdi Bayani under the title Badaye® al-azman. The main part
was transcribed and supplemented by a Kermanl historian named
Mohammad b. Ebrahim in the Safavid period (11th/17th cent.), and his work
was incorporated by M. T. Houtsma in the Recueil de textes relatifs a Uhistorie
des Seldjoucides, Leiden, 1886, as vol. 1, Tarik-eSaljiqian-e Kerman; this has
been reprinted, with a detailed introduction and notes by M. E. Bastani Parizi,
under the title Saljigian va Gozz dar Kerman. (3) Al-Mozaf ela Badaye" al-
azman, a supplement to the above, recording events in Kerman up to 613/1216;
a ms. is extant in the Vatican library and has been printed, ed. ‘A. Eqbal Astiani
and S. M. Hasemi, Tehran, 1331 $./1952. (4) A treatise on public health entitled
either Salah al-sehha or Salah al-sehah fi’l-tebb, ed. M. E. Bastani Parizi in the
Yad-nama-ye Habib Yagmas, Tehran, 2535 (1355 S.)/1976.
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