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AFARIN-NAMA

AFARIN-NAMA, a poem in the motaqgareb meter by the 4th/10th century poet
Abu Sakar Balki. The scattered extant verses, some 320 bayts in tadkeras,
dictionaries, and other books, indicate that in addition to purely didactic and
homiletic material, the work probably contained stories as well. Three of the
verses make it clear that Abw Sakar wrote the Afarin-nama, which he
dedicated to the amir Nuh b. Nasr Samani (r. 331-43/943-54; see Lazard,
Premiers poetes, line 123), in 333/944 when he was thirty-three years old (ibid.,
lines 130, 186). ‘Awfl (Lobab, Tehran, p. 258) says that the work was completed
in 336/948; Reza-qoli Khan (Majma al-fosaha’1, p. 138) claims that the poet only
began to write poetry in 336/948. The length of the Afarin-nama is not known;
Dehkoda’s surmise that it contained nearly two-thirds the number of verses in
FerdawsT’s Sah-nama is unfounded. The extant verses do, at least, bear witness
to Abu Sakar’s powerful poetic temperament and the purity of his creativity
(Dehkoda, s.v.). The poet’s extant verses make it clear that he wrote four other
matnawis.
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