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ADIB NISABURI, SHAIKH ‘ABD-AL-JAWAD, Persian litterateur and poet. Son of
a farmer, Molla ‘Abbas NiSaburi, he was born in Nisabur in 1281/1864-5 (or
1284/1867-8). At the age of four he was blinded in one eye by smallpox and his
other eye was seriously impaired. Despite his physical weakness and his
father’s opposition, he was encouraged by his great love for learning and
prodigious memory to spend the first sixteen years of his life in study. Then in
1297/1880, he went to Mashad, where he lived successively in the Kayratkani,
Fazel Khan and Nawwab madrasas. Here, in accordance with the custom of
the day, he studied the literary arts and Arabic classics. He developed a
profound knowledge of Arabic letters and expertise in traditional philosophy,
Sufism, mathematics, medicine, feqh, osiil and biography. Thus qualified, he
remained a long time in MaShad as a teacher, living abstemiously and never
marrying. He had a great enthusiasm for education; many learned men of
Khorasan were his direct or indirect pupils.

His works include a treatise on the connection between Persian and Arabic
prosody, another commenting on the seven Mo allagat, and a number of short
pieces summarizing the commentary of Katib Tabrizi on the Hamasa of Abu
Tammam; these have not been published. He was also a poet; his published
divan, entitled La'ali-e makniin (Mashad, 1333 $./1954), contains approximately
5,000 bayts in the form of qasidas, qet'as, and robafs. Initially he adopted the
poetic style of Qa’ani, but later he followed more strictly the Khorasanian style.
He also approved of the styles of Habib Korasani and Safa-e Esfahani. There is
only a single political poem in his divan, written in criticism of the 1907 Anglo-
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Russian Treaty dividing Iran into two separate spheres of influence. Adib

Nisaburil died in Mashad on 12 Du’l-qa‘da 1344/24 May 1926.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Y. Aryanpur, Az Saba ta Nima, Tehran, 1350 S$./21971, vol. 2.
Dehkoda, Da‘erat al-ma‘aref-e farst.

D. J. Irani, Sokanvaran-e dowran-e Pahlavi, Calcutta, 1313 $./1934. Farhang-e
farst.




