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ADIB NATANZI

ADIB NATANZI, BADI-AL-ZAMAN ABU ‘ABDALLAH HOSAYN B. EBRAHIM B.
AHMAD ‘ERAQI, poet and linguist of the 5th/11th century, from Natanz near
Isfahan. He wrote poetry in both Persian and Arabic, for which reason he was
known by the nicknames Du’l-lesanayn and Du’l-bayanayn. We know nothing
of his life except the short accounts given by Sam‘ani in his Ansab (under letter
niin) and Soyutl in the Bogyat al-wo‘at (Egyptian ed., p. 231). Similarly, only a
few verses of his poetry in either Persian or Arabic have survived. Of the
works which Natanz1 is supposed to have written on adab, Sam‘ani and Soyutl
name only one, al-Kalas. Its subject is Arabic grammar, but it also treats of
many questions of Persian grammar. There are numerous copies of it (also
known under the title Dastar al-loga), but it has not been printed. Apart from
it, an Arabic-Persian dictionary known as al-Mergqat (ed. J. Sajjadi, Tehran,
1346 $./1967) exists, which has been attributed to Natanzi. Sam‘ani gives the
date of his death as Moharram, 497/October, 1103, while Soyuti gives Jomada
I1, 499/February, 1105.
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