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ACTS OF ADUR-HORMIZD AND
OF ANAHID

ACTS OF ADUR-HORMIZD AND OF ANAHID, Syriac martyrological texts.
Their events are set in the year 446 A.D., during the reign of Yazdegerd II; and
they were apparently recorded not long afterward. Fragments of a Sogdian
version are also known (Olaf Hansen, Berliner Sogdische Texte 11 [Abh. der Ak.
der Wiss. und der Lit. in Mainz, Geistes- und sozialwissenschaftliche Kl., 1954,
no. 15], pp. 31f.).

These Acts offer more detailed data on Zoroastrianism and Zurvanism, even
though in a somewhat corrupted form, than is commonly found in the records
of the Christian martyrs of the Sasanian empire. Other Acts tend to
concentrate on repudiating the idea of cultic veneration of the sun (Syriac
Semsa, fire (niira), and water (mayya). The Acts of Adur-Hormizd, however,
mention a number of important terms: ‘bstg (Mid. Pers. abestag “Avesta;”
Bedjan, Acta, p. 576.12); the opposition between gtyh and bhst (getth:wahist,
“the material world”: “paradise;” p. 576.16); drwsthyd (according to Noldeke, a
wrong rendering of ristaxéz “resurrection,” but possibly a word with drust
“right, healthy;” p. 576.13); ‘'hrmn (“Ahreman;” p. 578.1, etc.); snwmn (Snauman
“propitiation;” p. 579.2); kwtwdwiyh (for xwédodah “kin-marriage,” which is
also referred to as a usual Zoroastrian practice in the Acts of Anahid but
without the specific term; p. 578.9); and Swqr, frswqr, zrwqr, zrwn (“ASoqar,
FraSoqar, Zaroqar, Zurwan,” i.e., Zurwan as the Fourfold God [tetraprosopos in
the Byzantine anathemas], p. 577.6-7 and 11-12). The Acts of Anahid comment
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that the god Ohrmazd was hermaphrodite “like his father Zurwan” (p.
592.10f.). It names the god’s mother as kwsyrg (p. 592.17-18); variant forms are
kwsyzg and kwswryg, probably representing a name *Xwasxwarrig “she
whose fortune is fair” (see discussion in Zaehner, Zurvan).
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