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ABU’L-QASEM KHAN
EBRAHIMI

ABU’L-QASEM KHAN EBRAHIMI, HAJJ, SARKAR AQA, fourth head of the
Kermani branch of the Sayki school of Shi‘ism. Abw’l-Qasem was born in
Kerman on 23 Du’l-Hejja 1314/25 May 1897, the son of Hajj Zayn-al-‘abedin
Khan, his predecessor in the office, and the grandson of Hajj Mohammad
Karim Khan Kermani, the first head of the Kermani Saykis. His family had
close links with the Qajar house and hence with most of the governors of
Kerman in the Qajar period. His great-grandfather was Ebrahim Khan Zahir-
al-dawla, a cousin and son-in-law of Fath-‘Al1 Shah and governor of Kerman
from 1218/1803 to 1240/1824-25; his grandfather, Karim Khan, was married to
a daughter of Mohammad-goli Mirza Molk-ara (the third son of Fath-‘Al1 Shah,
while two of his grand uncles were married to other daughters of the late
Shah. His own mother was a daughter of Hajj Mohammad-qoli Khan, son of
Misa Khan Qajar Qavanla and Taygun Kanom, a daughter of Fath-‘All Shah.
Most of his childhood was spent in Rafsenjan to the west of Kerman, where he
studied under Aqa Mir Mohammad Davani. In 1324/1906, he was brought to
Kerman by his father to study the traditional sciences under Ahmad
Bahmanyar (see Bamdad, Rejal VI, pp. 31-32). During the later period of the
constitutional revolution, Bahmanyar was forced to leave Kerman for Mashad,
but his elder brother, Mohammad Jawad, assumed responsibility for the boy’s
education, teaching him logic, ostil and feqh.

Following the latter’s death, Abu’l-Qasem began to associate more closely with
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his father, Zayn-al-‘abedin Khan, attending his public classes and composing
replies to his more straightforward correspondence. During this period, he
began to write on osiil, feqh and logic, submitting his efforts to his father for
correction and developing his own views under his direction. A general ejaza
was given him by his father in 1348/1930; on the latter’s death in 1360/1942, he
succeeded him without contest to the headship of the school. As leader of the
Sayki community, Abu’l-Qasem Khan devoted the bulk of his time to teaching
at the Ebrahimiya madrasa, preaching, writing and cataloguing the works of
his predecessors. His own works are comparatively few in number, amounting
to only about 23 titles, including translations and collections of sermons.
Several of his works are of importance, however, and three in particular have
been discussed by Henry Corbin (with whom he was in close and regular
contact) in his “L’Ecole shaykhie” and En islam iranien. These are Ejtehad va
taqlid (1362/1943), Resala-ye tanzth al-awlia’ (1265/1946), a lengthy defense of
Karim Khan Kerman?’s magnum opus Ersad al-‘awamm, and the Resala-ye
Falsafiya (1369/1950), a statement of Sayki belief on several important topics,
written in reply to Shaikh Mohammad-Taqi Falsafl. But his major contribution
to the systematization of the Sayki school may perhaps be his compilation of
the well-organized and comprehensive Fehrest-e kotob-e Sayk . .. Ahmad Ahsa’l
va sayer-e masayek-e ‘ezam, which contains details of the lives of the heads of
the school together with a full catalogue of works by them printed and in
manuscript. A third, much-improved edition of this book was issued in
Kerman in 1977, under the aegis of Abu’l-Qasem’s son, ‘Abd-al-Reza Khan.
Abu’l-Qasem died in the course of a pilgrimage to MaShad in 1389/1969 and
was buried there despite objections from local ‘olama’. He was succeeded by
his son ‘Abd-al-Reza.
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