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ABU’L-HASAN KHAN
MAHALLATI

ABU’L-HASAN KHAN MAHALLATI KOHAKI, SAYYED, imam of the Nezari
Isma‘ilis of the Qasemsahi line, beglerbegi of Kerman under Karim Khan Zand
and his successors from approximately 1181/1768 to 1206/1791-92. The epithet
“Kohak1” indicates that he originally was from the village of Kohak in the
Mahallat region. As imam of the Isma‘ilis, Abu’l-Hasan Khan had many
adherents in Kerman; his main stronghold was Sahr-e Babak on the southern
slopes of Kih-e Masahem (about 110 miles west of Kerman), where he
occupied an imposing and superbly equipped fortress. His support in this area,
which extended as far south as Sirjan/Sa‘idabad, was drawn from the warlike
but settled tribes of herdsmen, the Korasani (who had presumably migrated
from Khorasan) and the ‘Ata’allahi (an imam of the Qasemsahi line bore the
name ‘Ata’allah Nezar). According to Wazirl (Jografia, p. 157), Abu’l-Hasan
Khan won them over to the Isma‘ilis. In the turmoil following the death of
Karim Khan Zand (1193/1779), he ruled virtually independently as governor of
Kerman. Wazirl praises him as a liberal and righteous man, an astute
politician, and a benefactor of Kerman. Next to the Friday Mosque he laid out
a maydan, and outside the city he built a summer palace of Zarisaf, where
subsequent governors of Kerman customarily received their robes of office.
Although an Isma‘ili imam, he extended protection to the Sufi order of the
Ne‘matallahi. (The famous MoStag-'Alisah was lynched, by a populace aroused
by the clergy, while Abu’l-Hasan Khan was away restoring order in Sahr-e
Babak.) When Lotf-’All Khan Zand besieged the city of Kerman in the winter of




(3

@\ ABU’L-HASAN KHAN MAHALLATI | Heribert Busse

1205/1790-91, Abuw’l-Hasan declared for the Qajars and successfully defended
it. He died in 1206/1791-92 and was succeeded by his cousin, Mirza Sadeq. His
descendants continued to direct the Nezari Isma'‘ilis; see Aqa Khan, Hasan-‘Ali
Shah.
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