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ABU’L-FAZL KOTTALI

ABU’L-FAZL MOHAMMAD B. HASAN KOTTALI (d. 453/1061?), preceptor of
Abw’l-Hasan ‘All Hojvirl (d. 465/1073), the author of the celebrated Persian
treatise on Sufism, Kasf al-mahjub. It is from this work that virtually our entire
knowledge of Kottall is derived (Samarqgand, 1330/1912, pp. 208-09; Eng. tr. R.
A. Nicholson, The Kashf al-Mahjib: The Oldest Persian Treatise on Sufism, GMS
17, new ed., London, 1936, pp. 166-67). Kottal, his birthplace, is said to have
been a village near Dastgerd on the road to Khorasan (Mohammad Ma‘sim
Sirazi, Tara'eq al-haqa’eq, ed. M. J. Mahjib, Tehran, n.d., II, p. 584); there is,
however, a better known area, bearing the same name, between the Vaksab
and the Oxus (Le Strange, Lands, p. 438). Kottali was acquainted with tafsir
and tradition (rewayat), had been a disciple of Abu’l-Hasan ‘All b. Ebrahim
Hosr1 (d. 371/981-82; concerning him see Kasf al-mahjub, p. 202), and followed
the “sober” school in Sufism of Jonayd Bagdadi (d. 298/910). He was a
contemporary of Abu’l-Hasan b. Saleba and Abu ‘Amr (or ‘Omar) Qazvinl.
Although many wondrous deeds gave evidence of his sainthood, he did not
wear the garment of the Sufis or conform to their customs and was an enemy
of the formalists (ahl-e rasm) among them. He spent some sixty years in
seclusion, mostly on mount Lokam near Aleppo, and died at Bayt al-Jenn, a
village between Banias and Damascus.

Hojviri gives no date for his death; but the 13th/19th century hagiographer,
Golam Sarvar Lahuri, says that he found the date 453 in the margin of an old
copy of ‘Abd-al-Rahman Jam?’s Nafahat al-ons (Kazinat al-asfia’, Lucknow,
1320/1920, II, p. 231). The date is unlikely, since it is too close to the probable
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year of Hojvir’s death. The account of Kottall in Kas$f al-mahjib contains
several dicta of Kottali: Jami reproduces them and adds several more, also
ascribing them to Hojvir1 (Nafahat, pp. 315-16). Jam1’s account is paraphrased
by Golam Sarvar (Kazinat al-asfia’ II, p. 231) and summarized by Mirza
Mohammad ‘All Modarres (Rayhanat al-adab, 2nd ed., Tabriz, n.d., VII, p. 228).
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