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ABU’L-ANBAS SAYMARI

ABU’L-ANBAS AL-SAYMARI, MOHAMMAD B. ESHAQ B. ABI'L-ANBAS B. AL-
MAGIRA B. MAHAN, astrologer and author, born at Kufa, 213/828; died
275/889. That he was an Iranian is indicated by his knowledge of the Sasanian
astrologers ZaradusSt and Bozorjmehr as well as by his great-great-
grandfather’s name. He served as qazi of Saymara, the chief town of
Mehrjanqadaq district in Jebal. His fame among his contemporaries rested
upon his ability as a poet and author of scurrilously humorous pieces (many
are catalogued in Fehrest, pp. 151-52), but he was also an erudite astrologer. As
such he associated with Abt Bakr Hasan b. al-Kasib in 230/844-45. He seems to
have spent much of his time at the caliphal court from Motawakkel’s reign
(847-61) to Mo‘tamed’s (870-92); Mas‘0d1 tells an anecdote about his encounter
with Bohtorl in Motawakkel’s presence at Samarra’ (Mortyj VIL, pp. 202-06), and
other stories are recorded by, e.g., Yaqut (Odaba’ VI, pp. 401-06).

Ebn al-Nadim’s first notice lists the following works of Abu’l-‘Anbas, which are
repeated by Yaqut (Fehrest, pp. 151-521; Odaba’ V1, pp. 402-03): 1. Ketab al-radd
ala’l-monajjemin (“Book of the refutation of astrologers”), lost. 2. Ketab ahkam
al-nojum (“Book of judgements of the stars”), lost. 3. Ketab al-madkal ela
sana‘at al-tanjim (“Book of the introduction to the art of astrology”), perhaps
identical with no. 5. Ebn al-Nadim’s second notice is followed by Ebn al-Qeft1
(Fehrest, p. 278; Tarik al-hokama’, ed. ]J. Lippert, Leipzig, 1903, p. 410). 4. Ketab
al-mawalid (“Book of nativities”), lost. 5. Ketab al-madkal ela ‘elm al-nojum
(“Book of the introduction to the science of the stars”). This is probably
identical with the extant Ketab asl al-osul ft kawass al-nojum wa ahkameha wa
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ahkam al-mawalid (“Book of the foundation of foundations on the
characteristics of the stars, their judgments, and the judgments of nativities”).
The latter work, sometimes claimed for Abt Ma‘'Sar (Fehrest, p. 277; Hokama’,
p- 154) is historically quite important; its second section consists of a
compendium on catarchic astrology and interrogations derived from
numerous (and mostly lost) sources. Two other works are preserved in
manuscript: 6. Ketab fi’l-hesab al-nojumit (“Book on stellar computation™). 7. al-
Zy (“Astronomical tables”). For the manuscripts, see Sezgin, GAS 'V, p. 262.
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