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ABU ZAYD KASANI

ABU ZAYD KASANI, a potter who signed a ceramic bowl in the enameled
(mina1) technique dated 4 Moharram 582/26 March 1186. Painted in blue,
aubergine, and black on a turquoise ground, it depicts two personages seated
on a throne with four attendants listening to a presentation by another seated
figure. Another bowl in the same technique now in the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, New York, painted in black, blue, green, and red on a white ground, and
showing a figure seated on a donkey with a number of attendants, bears the
incomplete signature “. .. made and decorated by ... Kasani” and the date 1
Moharram (5)83/13 March (11)87; it may safely be assumed to be by the same
potter. Both pieces are painted in a large scale version of the so-called “Ray”
miniature style and belong to a group of pieces in a similar style in both luster
and minal techniques. Abu Zayd’s nesha and a number of stylistic
considerations point to Kasan as the place of manufacture, though these two
bowls are reported to have been found in Sava. It is not likely that this potter
is identical with the luster potter Abt Zayd b. Mohammad b. Abi Zayd Kasani.
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