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ABU TALEB TABRIZI

ABU TALEB TABRIZI (pen name TALEB), poet and physician, d. 1015/1606-07.
Born into a noble family of Tabriz (which was taken by the Ottomans in
993/1585), Abu Taleb studied medicine and literature in Tabriz and in Qazvin,
where he established his practice (Tarbiat, DaneSmandan, p. 243). He was a
skilled writer of gazals, and he held literary soirees with his fellow poets
(ibid.). He returned to Tabriz in the troubled period following the death of the
Safavid king Tahmasp I (984/1576) and found a patron in the local governor,
Ja‘far Pasa (Sams-al-din Sami, Qamiis al-alam, Istanbul, 1308-16/1890-99, III, p.
1819). He traveled further into Ottoman territory after hearing of the literary
inclinations of the sultan Morad III (see ibid., VI, p. 4254) and may have made
anti-Safavid statements. In any case he was denounced after he returned to
Tabriz and the Safavids reoccupied the city in 1012/1603 (on this event, see
Eskandar Beg, tr. Savory, pp. 829-30), and was executed by order of Shah
‘Abbas I (Mohammad-Taher Nasrabadi, Tadkera-ye So‘ara’, ed. W. Dastgerd],
Tehran, 1317 $./1938, pp. 68-69). No divan of Aba Taleb’s poetry is known, but
scattered verses are quoted in various tadkeras (e.g., ‘Arafat al-‘aseqin, on
which see Storey, I/2, pp. 810-11).
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