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ABU SALIK GORGANI

ABU SALIK (SOLAYK, according to Forazanfar) GORGANI, Persian poet,
contemporary of ‘Amr b. Layt the Saffarid (265-88/879-901). The tadkeras
Majma‘ al-fosaha’ and Lobab al-albab have preserved two fragments from his
work in four bayts. In the first fragment, written in ramal meter (-o—/-v—/-u-),
the established traditions of written poetry can be felt, evidence of the fact
that the verses have been subjected to literary reworking in the process of
repeated copying. The second fragment, although written in the form of the
classical kafif meter (-o—/u-u-/uu-), has a rhythm and images which reveal its
roots in oral folk poetry.

Six other bayts (in hazaj, mojtatt, mozare  and rajaz meters) of Abu Salik were
discovered by Sa‘ld Nafis1 in various sources (Farhang-e Jahangirt, Farhang-e
So‘tirt, Farhang-e Rasidi, al-Mo jam of Sams-e Qays); two of these attributed also
to Saker Bokarl (Ridaki in other sources). These verses use, for the first time in
Persian poetry, some metaphors and poetic symbols which were widely used
in the poetry of the 10th century: e.g., Saman-bot (shaman idol) and nabid-e
garct (morning wine). In one instance the poet compares the patron and the
heavenly firmament ( cark) to a hawk (cark) and a quail.
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