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ABU RASID NISABURI

ABU RASID NISABURI, SATD B. MOHAMMAD B. SA'ID B. HASAN B. HATEM,
Mu'tazilite scholar. He is first mentioned as a theologian (motakallem) present
at a literary disputation between Badi-al-zaman Hamadani and Aba Bakr
Kvarazmi in Molgabad near Nisapur in 383/993 (Yaqut, Odaba’ 1, p. 105;
Ebrahim Efend1 Ahdab, Kasf al-ma’‘ant wa’l-bayan ‘an rasa’el Badt-al-zaman,
Beirut, 1921, p. 69). Thus he was probably born not later than 360/970. At first
he adhered to the Baghdad school of the Mo‘tazela, i.e., the doctrine of Abuw’l-
Qasem Ka'bi (d. 319/921), which was prevalent in Khorasan and Transoxania,
and had a teaching circle in Nisapur.

Abu RasSid went to Ray, at a stage when he was already composing books, and
studied with the Qaz1 al-qozat ‘Abd-al-Jabbar (d. 415/1025), famous head of the
Basran Mu'tazilite school. This was some time before the death of the vizier
Saheb b. ‘Abbad in 385/995, since he is quoted as mentioning his own presence
over a prolonged period at the receptions of the vizier, which were also
attended by the Zaydi Imam Mo'ayyad Bothani (Mohalli, al-Hada'eq al-wardiya,
mss., in the biography of Mo’ayyad). ‘Abd-al-Jabbar honored him, evidently in
recognition of his previous rank in scholarship, by addressing him, alone
among his students, as “shaikh”; and he composed a book in answer to his
numerous questions. Abt Rasid now adopted the Basran doctrine of ‘Abd-al-
Jabbar. At the request of the latter, he wrote his Divan al-osil as a general
textbook on kalam to be read and commented upon in teaching sessions. Later
he left for N1Sapar and on the way stayed some time in Gorgan. In the anti-
Mu'tazilite atmosphere of Nisaptr under the reign of Mahmud of Gazna, he
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soon felt compelled to leave. He returned to Ray, probably still in the lifetime
of ‘Abd-al-Jabbar, and was recognized there as his vicar and, after his death, as
his successor as head of the Basran Mu'tazilite school. He died in Ray at an
unknown date.

Abu Rasid is known to have written numerous theological works. His Ketab al-
masacel fi’l-kelaf bayn al-Basrtyin wa’l-Bagdadiyin, in which he supports Basran
doctrine and refutes Abu’l-Qasem Kabl’s Ketab ‘oyiin al-masa’el, has been
published (ed. M. Z1ada and R. al-Sayyed, Beirut, 1979; partial ed. and tr.: A.
Biram, Die atomistische Substanzlehre aus dem Buch der Streitfragen zwischen
Basrensern und Bagdadensern, Leiden, 1902; analysis of the whole work: M.
Horten, Die Philosophie des Abu Raschid, Bonn, 1910). In this book Abu Rasid
mentions the following titles of other works by him: Ketab al-joz’ on the atom;
Ketab al-naqz ‘ala ashab al-taba’e’, in which he defended the existence of the
vacuum against the Aristotelian denial; Ketab al-tadkera; Masa’el al-kelaf
baynana wa bayn al-mosabbeha wa’l-mojbera wa’l-kawarej wa’l-morjea; Ziadat
al-sarh, a supercommentary to the commentary (Sarh) of the Basran
Mu'tazilite Abu ‘All b. al-Kallad, completed by ‘Abd-al-Jabbar, on Ebn al-
Kallad’s Ketab al-osul. A text edited by M. ‘A. Abtu Rida (Fi’l-tawhid, Cairo, 1969)
and tentatively identified by him as part of Abt Rasid’s Divan al-masa’el is
most likely a supercommentary of a later unknown author on Abu Rasid’s
Ziadat al-sarh. Another section of the same work is preserved in ms. B.M. Or.
8613 (described by A. S. Tritton, “Some Mu'tazili Ideas about Religion,” BSOAS
14, 1952, pp. 612-22; for the identification see D. Gimaret, “Les Usul al-Hamsa
du Qadi ‘Abd al-Gabbar et leur Commentaires,” Annales Islamologiques 15,
1979, pp. 72-73). A Ketab al-tanbth of Abu Rasid is quoted by al-Hakem al-
Jo$ami in his Ketab $arh ‘oyiin al-masa’el. The Sarif al-Mortaza wrote a
supplement to a book by him on the varieties of accidents (Tatemma anwa" al-
araz men jam‘ Abt Rastd al-Nisaburt; see Ebn Sahrasub, Ma‘alem al-'olama’, ed.
‘A. Egbal, Tehran, 1353 §./1934, p- 63). Abu Rasid also transmitted Hadith. The
renowned Mu'tazilite traditionist Aba Sa‘d al-Sammam of Ray (d.
443-47/1051-56 ) related Traditions on his authority.
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