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ABU MANSUR ‘ABD-AL-
RAZZAQ

ABU MANSUR MOHAMMAD B. ‘ABD-AL-RAZZAQ B. ‘ABDALLAH B. FARROK, a
dehqan (landowner) of Tas, official under the Samanids, and patron of a lost
prose Sah-nama (Sah-nama-ye Abui Manstir)). When Khorasan was assigned to
Abu ‘Ali Cagani, Abti Mansur governed Tis as his deputy until 335/946-47. He
then joined Abi ‘All in rebellion against Amir Nah b. Nasr; and when Abu ‘All
campaigned toward Marv and Bokhara, Abt Mansir served as commander of
Khorasan. After Abt ‘Alr’s defeat in 336/947-48, Abi Mansiur took refuge in Ray
with the Dailamite Rokn-al-dawla Hasan. He sought and received Amir Nuh’s
pardon in 339/950-51 and returned to Tus. According to Ebn al-Atir (VIII, pp.
459ff., 470, 479ff.), he mediated a peace treaty between Abu ‘All and Rokn-al-
dawla (see differently Gardizi, ed. Habibi, p. 160).

Perhaps Abu Mansur was again governor of Tus at this time, since it was at his
direction that Abt Manstr Ma‘mari invited several Khorasani scholars to Tas
to compose a prose Sah-nama. Work on the Sah-nama-ye Abii Manstrl was
completed in Moharram, 346/April, 957. Abu Mansur was away from Tus
during a six months tenure as commander of Khorasan (from Jomada II,
349/August, 960); in Du’l-hejja, 349/February, 961 Alptegin took up his post at
Nisapur. Abu Mansir returned home, possibly again as governor. But Mansur
b. Nuh reappointed him, with orders to check the insurgent Alptegin (see
Gardizi; also Narsaki, Tartk-e Bokara, ed. Modarres Razawi, Tehran, 1351
$./1972, p. 135). The latter withdrew to Balk, while Abi Mansiir again sought
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the protection of Rokn-al-dawla in Gorgan. In 350/961 he was killed in battle
with the reappointed commander of Khorasan, Abu’l-Hasan Mohammad b.
Ebrahim (Gardizi, ed. Habibi, pp. 160-63; the account of his poisoning at the
instigation of the Ziarid ruler VoSmgir is unlikely.

In the surviving introduction to the prose Sah-nama (ed. Mohammad Qazvini
in Bist Magqala, 2nd ed., Tehran, 1332 $./1953, II, pp. 73f.), Abt Mansur’s
ancestry is traced to a commander of Kosrow II’s time and beyond. While
Birtini was correct in regarding genealogies of this type as spurious (Atar al-
baqta, pp. 37-38), Abti Mansir probably was descended from ancient dehqans.
In his time the survivors of the ancient families had not yet lost all power; and
an amir who thought of compiling a Sah-nama must have been motivated, not
only by ethnolinguistic feelings, but by his attachment to family and class.
Gardizi mentions two sons of Abt Mansur (‘Abdallah and Mansir) and praises
his good governorship (ed. Habibi, p. 161)
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