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ABU HAMED TORKA

ABU HAMED SADR-AL-DIN MOHAMMAD TORKA, scholar and author of the
late 7th/13th and early 8th/14th centuries, the first in a line of prominent men
of the Torka-ye Esfahani family. The family name refers to Abt Hamed’s
grandfather, described as a Turk who moved from Kojand to Isfahan.

Abt Hamed corresponded with Kvaja Rasid-al-din Fazlallah, the vizier of the II-
khanid Gazan. In one letter the latter agreed to a lowering of the taxes on the
people of Isfahan, added that the new tax scales “will be applied throughout
the country,” and called Aba Hamed “ruler of the kingdom of knowledge and
faith.” Writing again during his severe illness, Rasid-al-din also sent his will,
providing for the disposition of his vast property and library of 60,000
volumes.

Abt Hamed dedicated to Rasid-al-din a Hekmat-e Rasidi. He is also said to have
written a work refuting “doubts of the peripatetics” and dealing with
orthodoxy, entitled Qawa'‘ed al-tawhid, which may be the same work.
Examination of its contents has shown that in many places it follows the
teachings of Sadr-al-din Qunavi (d. 673/1274), Ebn al-‘Arab?’s chief disciple; and
more particularly, in certain sections it summarizes passages of the first major
commentary on Ebn al-‘Arab1’s Fosts al-hekam, that by Mo’ayyed-al-din Jandl
(q.v.; d. ca. 700/1300), a disciple of Qunavi (Jami, Naqd al-nosus fi Sarh al-fosts,
ed. by W. C. Chittick, Tehran, 1356 §./1977, p- 326, fn. 60/2-61/9). Qawa'‘ed al-
tawhid was commented upon and expanded by Abu Hamed’s descendent
Sa’en-al-din Torka (connected with the courts of TImur and Sahrok) under the
title al-Tamhid fi Sarh qawa’ed al-tawhid (Tehran, 1316/1898-9; new ed. by S. J.
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Astiani, Tehran, 1355 S$./1976). Another work by Aba Hamed also was
dedicated to Rasid-al-din: Konitiz al-afrah fi marefat al-asbah wa’l-arwah.
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