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ABU BAKR MARVAZI

ABU BAKR B. AHMAD MARVAZI, 7th/13th century metalworker. His work is
known through a series of cast bronze cauldrons which bear the signature
‘amal-e Abut Bakr b. Ahmad Marvazi. Six such cauldrons are known to exist.
Two were known to L. A. Mayer (Islamic Metalworkers, p. 24), and four more
have been discovered in the Soviet Union. Two are in Daghestan, one in a
private collection in Kubachi and the other in the Museum of the Faculty of
History, Daghestan State University, Makhachkala; the remaining two are in
the Fine Art Museum of the Georgian SSR, Tiflis, and the State Ethnographical
Museum of the Peoples of the USSR, Leningrad. The discovery of these and
other similar cauldrons in Daghestan gave rise to the theory that they were
produced locally. However, subsequent research by L. T. Gyuzal’yan and U.
Scerrato has established that cauldrons such as those made by Abtu Bakr were
produced in Khorasan and then taken to the Caucasus. The Khorasani
production is thought to have occurred during the 12th-13th centuries; during
the 14th century, cauldrons of a similar sort began to be produced in
Daghestan. Although the Daghestani vessels have many similarities to the
Khorasani ones, decorative elements and epigraphic features can be used to
establish the origin of the individual specimens. For example, inscriptions on
Abu Bakr’s cauldrons are in kufic, whereas the Daghestani ones have nask
inscriptions.
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