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ABU AHMAD B. ABI BAKR
KATEB

ABU AHMAD B. ABI BAKR B. HAMED AL-KATEB, poet and official of the
Samanids, fl. first half of the 4th/10th century; his exact dates are unknown.
His father, Abt Bakr, had been secretary to Amir Esma‘il b. Ahmad
(279-95/892-907) and vizier to Ahmad Esma‘l (295-301/907-14) before the
vizierate of Abu ‘Abdallah Jayhani. Aba Ahmad thought that the family
traditions of official service plus his own accomplishments as a poet and stylist
gave him a claim to the vizierate superior to Jayhan1’s and Bal'am1’s. He
accordingly emulated the ‘Abbasid poet Ebn Bassam ‘Abarta’ in satirizing all
and sundry, including his own relations, but especially the two above-
mentioned viziers. Bokhara accordingly became too hot for him, and he had to
leave for Baghdad; but he subsequently returned and built up a circle of boon
companions and literary men, including such well-known figures as the poets
Abu’l-Tayyeb Taher1 and Abu’l-Tayyeb Mos‘abl. He served as ‘amel or local
governor and tax collector of Herat, PuSang, Badgis, and then of NiSapur
before returning to Bokhara, where he apparently fell into straitened
circumstances. He presumably died there. Ta‘alebl gives several specimens of
his Arabic poetry; he states that he was a strong partisan of the modernist
school of ‘Abbasid poets (al-So‘ara’ al-mohdatun), with a particularly strong
partisanship for the poetry of the early 3rd/9th century ‘Abbasid poet
Mohammad b. ‘Abd-al-Rahman ‘Atawi, to the point that Aba Ahmad was given
the nickname of ‘Atawani (“devotee of ‘Atawi”).
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