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ABRAHAMIAN, ROUBEN

ABRAHAMIAN, ROUBEN  (Arm. Ṛubēn Tʻadēosi Abrahamyan, also
Abrahamean; b. Gnishik, 1881; d. Yerevan, 1951) Armenian Iranist, linguist,
and translator.

Abrahamian was born in the village of Gnishik in the Vayotsʻ Dzor region of
Armenia, then part of the Russian empire. It was in this village that he
received his primary education at a school that his father had founded. He
received his secondary education at the Gevorgian Theological Seminary in
Etchmiadzin and the boys’ gymnasium in Yerevan, graduating in 1899 and
1906, respectively. Abrahamian then went abroad to pursue advanced study at
the Faculty of History and Philology at Kiev University (1907), where he
studied comparative linguistics and Sanskrit, Leipzig University (1909), and
Saint Petersburg State University (1911). After his period in Europe, he
returned to the Gevorgian Theological Seminary, where he taught Russian,
linguistics, and classical philosophy.

From 1912 to 1921, Abrahamian taught at a primary school in Tiflis and at
various other schools in the Caucasus. In 1921, he moved to Iran and taught at
Armenian schools in Tabriz, Julfa, and Tehran (see also ARMENIANS OF
MODERN IRAN). In Tehran, he served as the principal of the Armenian school
and began his study of ancient and modern Persian. At some time he again
traveled to Europe, and in 1935 he received his doctorate in philology from the
Sorbonne in Paris. He wrote his dissertation on Judeo-Isfahani and Judeo-
Hamadani (see ISFAHAN xix. Jewish Dialect; HAMADAN ix. Jewish Dialect). He
became interested in this topic while translating the works of the 11th-century
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poet Bābā Ṭāher into Armenian. He found similarities between the language of
Bābā Ṭāher’s poems (see FAHLAVIYĀT) and the Jewish dialects of Hamadān
and Isfahan. His dissertation was published the following year under the title
of Dialectologie iranienne: dialectes des Israélites de Hamadan et d’Ispahan et
dialecte de Baba Tahir.

Following the foundation of the University of Tehran in 1935, Abrahamian
participated in establishing the Department of Ancient Iranian Languages (see
FACULTIES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEHRAN iv. Faculty of Letters and
Humanities), where he taught Pahlavi until immigrating to Soviet Armenia in
1946. In Armenia, he worked at the Institute of Languages at the Academy of
Sciences in Yerevan.

Although Abrahamian began his academic career relatively late in life, he had
been publishing articles since 1911, when his first pieces on comparative
historical linguistics and Indo-European languages appeared in the Armenian
journal Ararat. Over the course of his career, his scholarly works were
published in Armenian, Persian, and European journals. The periodization of
the history of the Persian language was an overarching theme in many of
Abrahamian’s studies. In addition to writing a Pahlavi textbook for Persian
students, Abrahamian compiled the Pahlaveren-parskeren-hayeren-ṛuseren-
angleren baṛaran (a dictionary of Pahlavi, Persian, Armenian, Russian, and
English), which was published posthumously in 1965. Abrahamian is also
known for his translations from Pahlavi into Armenian, most notably for his
translation of the Zoroastrian text Ardā Wīrāz-nāmag (see Ardā Wīrāz).
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