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ABU TORAB WALI

ABU TORAB WALI B. SHAH QOTB-AL-DIN SOKRALLAH, MIR, noble in the
service of Akbar and author of Tartk-e Gojrat, a short history of that province
from the reign of Bahador Shah (932-43/1526-36), with an account of his wars
against Homayun, through Akbar’s conquest and up to 992/1584. Abu Torab
was born into the Salami family of Shiraz sayyeds. His grandfather, the scholar
Sayyed Shah Mir, migrated from Shiraz and settled in Champanir by
898/1492-93. Abu Torab’s date of birth is not known; even his lineage is
somewhat uncertain. Though he identifies Qotb-al-din as his father (Tartk-e
Gojrat, pp. 16-17), both Abu’l-Fazl ‘Allami (Akbar-nama 111, p. 217) and
Sahnavaz Khan (Ma’ater al-omara’ 111, p. 281) regard Sayyed Shah Mir’s other
son, Kamal-al-din, as his father. Abu Torab is first mentioned in connection
with the events of 974/1567-68, when he was sent by the Gujerati noble Cengez
Khan to negotiate with E‘temad Khan. When Akbar entered Gujerat in
980/1572-73, E'temad Khan sent Abt Torab to the emperor with a letter of
welcome (Tartk, pp. 51ff.). He gained Akbar’s favor, which was enhanced when
he displayed his loyalty by preventing E‘temad Khan from conspiring with
other Gujerati nobles. Akbar rewarded Abu Torab by sending him to Mecca as
mir-e hajj in 985/1577; Etemad Khan accompanied him. The emperor placed a
large sum of money at the Mir’s disposal, which he was directed to distribute
among the poor and deserving, in addition to presenting gifts to those in
charge of the harams.

On his return thirteen months later, Abt Torab brought a footprint of the
Prophet. He deposited it near the capital, at Akbar’s direction, and explained
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its history in detail (Tartk, pp. 96-97). Akbar and some of his leading amirs
then went to the spot and showed reverence by placing the footprint on their
shoulders and parading with it (Akbar-nama 111, pp. 281-82). Aba Torab was
given a fine house and assigned custody of the relic. However, when he
departed for Gujerat in 988/1580, he was allowed to take the footprint with
him, on the grounds that there was already one in Delhi, which Sayyed Jalal-al-
din Bokari (d. 785/1384) had brought for Firtzsah Togloq.

In 922/1584, when E‘temad Khan was made stthadar of Gujerat, AbQ Torab was
appointed amin-e sttha. He died in 1003/1595 at Ahmadabad and was buried at
Asawal.
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