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‘ABDALLAH, SARI

‘ABDALLAH, SARI (922-1071/1584-1660), Ottoman scholar, mystic, poet, and
commentator of Rimi1’s Matnavi. He was one of the sons of a shaikh who was
originally from the Magreb. After completing his education with his relative,
the grand vizier Kalil Pasha, he became connected with ‘Aziz Mahmud Hoda1
of the shaikhs of the Jelvatiya. ‘Abdallah subsequently entered government
service, set out for war against Iran together with Kalil Pasha, and returned to
Istanbul upon the vizier’s dismissal. After a retirement of ten years he took
part in the Baghdad campaign as rats al-rekab in the service of Morad IV. On
his return he became ra’is al-kottab and retired from political life in
1065/1655-56. He died on 23 Safar 1071/28 October 1660.

Works. 1. Javaher-e bavaher-e Matnavi is an unfinished work comprising
commentaries on Ram1’s Matnavi (5 vols., Istanbul, 1287/1870-71). 2. Tamarat
al-fo'ad fi’l-mabda’ wa’l-ma‘ad, in five chapters and an epilogue, gives
interesting information on the Iranian NagSbandiya, Kalvatiya, Kobraviya,
and Qaderiya Sufi orders. 3. Jawharat al-bedaya wa dorrat al-nehdaya concerns
Morad IV and his conquest of Baghdad, as well as contemporary men of
religion. All three of these works are in Ottoman Turkish. 4. Mer’at al-asfia’ ft
sefat malamatiyat al-asfia’ in Arabic, discusses the Malamis in Ebn al-‘ArabT’s
(d. 638/1240) al-Fotuhat al-Makktya.
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