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‘ABD-AL-REZA KHAN
EBRAHIMI

‘ABD-AL-REZA KHAN EBRAHIMI, HAJJ, SARKAR AQA, fifth head of the
Kermani branch of the Sayki school of Shi‘ism. Eldest son of the fourth head,
Hajj Abu’l-Qasem Khan, he was a great-grandson of the founder of the Kerman
school, Hajj Mohammad Karim Khan. Born in Kerman on 7 Rab1' IT 1340/8
December 1921, he studied there before spending a year at agricultural college
in Tehran. On returning to Kerman, he engaged in theological and Arabic
studies under his father and Ahmad Bahmanyar, while himself teaching at the
Ebrahimiya madrasa. Following his father’s death on 19 Ramazan 1389/29
November 1969, he succeeded him as sole head of the school. He continued to
control it from his headquarters at Salsabil, while giving classes at the
madrasa and preaching at the Zahir-al-dawla mosque. Although family
prestige gave ‘Abd-al-Reza a respected position in the town, orthodox hostility
towards the Sayki community and towards him as its head persisted; following
the Islamic revolution he was executed on charges that do not appear to have
been made clear (28 December 1979).

Several of the works he wrote in keeping with Sayki tradition have been
published. Best known are Darha-ye Behest on solitk (1385/1965); Ketab-e
stasat-e modon on government (1391/1971); Nazart be-qarn-e bistom in defense
of Shaikhism and its relationship to the modern era (1391/1971); and Nosrat al-
mo’menin on the authenticity of the “Prayer of Nodba” (1392/1972). His
principal claim to fame, however, lies less in his own writings and more in the
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success of his efforts to establish the Sa‘adat Press devoted to the publication of
the works of the masayek of the school. Under his close management, the press
undertook a highly ambitious publishing program which has produced all the
major works of the Kermani shaikhs and has commenced the publication in
modern editions of the works of Shaikh Ahmad al-Ahsa’1 and Sayyed Kazem
Rastl. An ancillary program has created an important microfiche record of
manuscript materials. ‘Abd-al-Reza’s initiative is also responsible for the wide
distribution of these publications and microfiches to libraries and universities
throughout the world.
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