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‘ABD-AL-RASID TATTAVI

‘ABD-AL-RASID B. ‘ABD-AL-GAFUR TATTAVI, SHAIKH, noted lexicographer
attached to the court of the Mughal ruler Shah Jahan. He was born in Thatta,
Sind, but little else is known of his life. Of his two dictionaries, the Arabic-
Persian Montakab al-logat-e Sah Jahani, known as Ras$idi-e ‘arabi, was compiled
from al-Qamius al-mohit of Majd-al-din Firtuzabadi (d. 817/1414) and al-Sorah
men al-sehah (681/1282) of Jamal Qorasi. It was completed in 1046/1636 and
dedicated to Shah Jahan. The most popular Arabic-Persian dictionary in India,
it has been printed many times, including a rearranged version published by J.
H. Taylor in Calcutta, 1816.

The Persian-Persian Farhang-e Rasidl or RaSidi-e parst, completed almost two
decades later in 1064/1654, was also dedicated to Shah Jahan. It summarized
Farhang-e Jahangirt (1017/1608) of Jamal-al-din Hosayn Inja Sirazi and Majma“
al-fors or Farhang-e Sorurt (1008/1599) of Mohammad Qasem Kasani,
excluding the superfluous material and non-Persian words from both (ed.
Duw’l-faqar ‘Alj, Bib. Ind., Calcutta, 1875; ed. M. ‘Abbasi, Tehran, 1337 §./1958; ed.
and tr. of the introduction, here termed the first philological essay of a critical
nature in Persian, by Dr. Splieth in Grammaticae Persicae praecepta ac regula,
Halle, 1846).

Although ‘Abd-al-Rasid’s divan does not appear to have survived, Mir ‘All Sir
Qane’ praises his erudition and gives a specimen of his poetry taken from a
qasida in praise of ‘All b. Abu Taleb (Magqalat al-So‘ara’, Karachi, 1957, pp.
419f.). He is mentioned in the tadkeras as having found a chronogram to date
Awrangzeb’s accession (e.g., Sarkvos, Kalemat al-So‘ara’, Madras, 1951, p. 197).
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A chronogram fixes ‘Abd-al-Rasid’s death in 1077/1666 (Golam-‘Ali Azad
Belgrami, Kezana-ye ‘amera, Cawnpore, 1871, s.v. Maher).
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