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‘ABD-AL-QADER SIRAZI

‘ABD-AL-QADER B. ‘ABD-AL-KALEQ SIRAZI, metalworker of the late 7th/13th
century and early 8th/14th century. His one attested signed work is a silver
and gold-inlaid brass bowl (Galleria Estense, Modena, no. 8082). It is dated
Moharram, 705/July-August, 1305 and is the first dated specimen of a series of
similarly shaped west Persian bowls with walls which strongly project up to
about half their height and retract in a sharp curve toward the lip. Other
characteristics are: (1) a densely spaced surface decoration of eight polylobed
medallions with princely scenes which are intersected by oblong, shield-
shaped inscription compartments, which are set against a background of
flowering scrolls; (2) a fishpond design in the base of the bowl; fish and
imaginary creatures circulate around a central sun ornament; (3) blessings on
the owner, expressed in rhyme (the same verses, sometmes somewhat
shortened, appear on several other objects of the period).

Two other metalworkers with the nesba Sirazi (and believed to have worked in
Fars) are known from the 8th/14th century, but their products have little in
common with that of ‘Abd-al-Qader, and it is doubtful that any connection
existed among their workshops. Mohammadsah was the craftsman of a
bucket, now in the Hermitage, which was made in 733/1332-33 for a person of
high rank at the court of Mahmud Inja in Shiraz. Mohammad b. Rafi-al-din
signed a candlestick, now in Cairo, dated 761/1360.
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