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‘ABD-AL-KAN

‘ABD-AL-KAN, an Arab tribe of Kazestan. It was originally affiliated with the
Bani Lam tribal confederacy and resided in the region of ‘Amara, in what is
today Iraq. Around 1850, it moved to Iran, along with several other Bani Lam
tribes. The Ottoman government demanded the forced repatriation of these
tribes, but their shaikhs sought the protection of Molla Nasrallah, the rats
(chief) of the house of Mavalj, and, through his intercession, were allowed by
the Iranian government to settle down permanently in Kazestan. The ‘Abd-al-
Kans established themselves in the vicinity of Kayrabad in the district of Mian
Ab. There they soon prospered under the dynamic leadership of Shaikh ‘Abbas
and his son, Shaikh Hosayn, becoming the dominant tribe of Mian Ab. This
position was officially confirmed when Shaikh Hosayn was given the title of
Sayk al-masayek (“shaikh of shaikhs”) of the district. But in the early years of
the 20th century the tribe’s power and influence were undermined by Shaikh
Kaz‘al (r. 1897-1925), the paramount chief of the Ka'b tribal confederacy, who
for many years held the province under his sway as the self-styled “padishah
of Arabistan.” Shaikh Kaz‘al attempted to break up the ‘Abd-al-Kan tribe by
making the chiefs of the clans autonomous and by appointing Shaikh Farhan
of the Al-e Katir tribe shaikh of shaikhs of Mian Ab. But with the defeat of
Shaikh Kaz‘al by Reza Shah in 1925, the ‘Abd-al-Kan leaders were able to
resume their rule as tribal leaders, although the title of shaikh of shaikhs was
abolished.

At the close of World War II the ‘Abd-al-Kan tribe comprised some 450
households. It is divided into the following eleven tiras: Nasiri, Bani ‘Aqaba,
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Sovaya, Bahadal, ‘Obayd (or Kakasi), Bani Tamim, Bayt Qobas, Samar, Dakina,
‘Atasena, and ‘Obuda.
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