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‘ABD-AL-JABBAR ASTARABADI

‘ABD-AL-JABBAR B. HAJJI ‘ALI MONSI ASTARABADI, calligrapher of the tafliq
script and bookpainter. He worked at the court of Khan Ahmad II of Gilan
(943-75/1536 to 1567-68) in the latter’s first period of government. After Khan
Ahmad rebelled against Shah Tahmasp and was arrested, ‘Abd-al-Jabbar went
to Qazvin, the Safavid capital, where he established an atelier for painters. The
apparently sole account of him indicates that he was much favored by the
amirs and nobles, and his enjoyment of court life left him little time to work
(Eskandar Beg, tr. Savory, p. 272). He returned to Gilan with Khan Ahmad, in
the reign of Mohammad Shah (985-89/1577-81).
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