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‘ABD-AL-HAYY, ABU’L-
HASANAT

‘ABD-AL-HAYY, ABU’L-HASANAT MOHAMMAD, 1264-1304/1848-86, Indian
theologian from the distinguished Farangl Mahall family. His father, Mawlavi
‘Abd-al-Halim (1239-85/1822-68), was a noted teacher, writer, and judge in
Hyderabad (Deccan). His mother was a granddaughter of Malek-al-‘olama’
Molla Haydar, who established the Hyderabad branch of the Farangi Mahall
family. Born in Banda, Uttar Pradesh, ‘Abd-al-Hayy studied under his father,
Mawlavi Kadem Hosayn, and Mawlana Ne‘'matallah. At 17 he was sufficiently
knowledgeable to assist Mawlavi ‘Abd-al-Halim as a teacher. Twice he
performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, where he met Mofti Ahmad b. Zayni
Dahlan and received his permission to teach many works of Hadith. On his
father’s death, ‘Abd-al-Hayy declined to succeed him in Hyderabad, preferring
to devote his life to teaching and writing. He received financial support from
Sir Salar Jang, prime minister of Hyderabad state. Returning to Lucknow, ‘Abd-
al-Hayy worked there till his death.

At a time when Indian Muslims were beginning to feel threatened by the
modernizing influences of British rule, ‘Abd-al-Hayy promoted an
understanding of Islam based on a fresh examination of the basic principles of
traditional learning. An enlightened ‘alem, he supported Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan’s attempts to found the Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College at Aligarh.
Concerned for Islam and traditional learning, he was once prosecuted for
converting a man to his faith; with his uncle, ‘Abd-al-Vahhab, he founded the
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Majles Mo1d al-Eslam to promote the Sarta. He defended with vigor the great
tradition of Indo-Islamic scholarship focusing on the Hanafite path and relying
on Borhan-al-din ‘Al1’s highly esteemed manual of feqh, the Hedaya. The leader
of the Ahl al-Hadit Navvab Seddiq Hasan Khan of Bhopal, declared that the
Qur'an and Hadith were the sole sources of the Saria and discounted the value
of eyjma‘ and qias; ‘Abd-al-Hayy’s reply, revealing the inadequacy of the
Navvab’s research, was set forth in Ebraz al-gayy al-wagqe’ fi sefa’ al-‘ayy (“The
sprouting of manifest error in curing the stammer,” cited in Saeedullah,
Muhammad Siddiq, pp. 93-101). ‘Abd-al-Hayy’s arguments for ejma‘and qias as
sources of law, the legality of visiting the Prophet’s tomb, and other Hanafite
positions may be found in Nafe‘ al-kabir, Moqaddamat al-hedaya, al-Se‘aya ft
kasf ma ft Sarh al-weqaya, and al-Sa’y al-maskr.

‘Abd-al-Hayy was perhaps the greatest Muslim teacher of 19th-century India,
and his pupils came from all over South Asia and beyond. He was a prolific
writer, producing 110 books, most of which were in Arabic. ‘Enayatallah
(Tadkera, pp. 133-37) sets forth a list of his major works, which principally
consist of glosses and annotations on textbooks, though he also wrote
substantial commentaries. They are still widely used in the madrasas in and
beyond South Asia. The following works were especially important in
establishing his reputation: 1. al-Se‘aya, mentioned above; 2. al-Ta'liq al-
momajjad ‘ala mowatta' Emam Malek; and 3. Zafar al-amant. Also of interest is
his collection of fatawa, Majmu’ al-fatawa Hazrat Mawlana ‘Abd-al-Hayy
Marhitim Ferangt Mahallt, which is widely used in India and Pakistan. There is
also his al-Fawa’ed al-bahlya fi tarajem al-hanafitya (Cairo, 1925), an
abridgment with additional biographical notices of Mahmud b. Solayman
Kavafl’'s Kataeb alam al-akyar. Among scholars of the Farangi Mahall family,
‘Abd-al-Hayy is matched only by ‘Abd-al-‘Ali Bahr-al-‘olum and Molla Nezam-al-
din.

Although ‘Abd-al-Hayy’s work focused on traditional Islamic scholarship, he
did not neglect his family’s great tradition of mystical learning. He regarded
attendance at the dargah of the Qaderi saint Shah ‘Abd-al-Razzaq of Bansa as
important for his spiritual health (‘Abd-al-Bari, Ors, p. 10). In his will he urged
all members of his family to study Imam Gazzal’’s monumental work Ehya’
olam al-din (Ajmeéri, Kademana, p. 53). Yet one should not overemphasize ‘Abd-
al-Hayy’s interest in mysticism; his grave in the Bag-e Mawlana Anvar at
Lucknow is that of a scholar and not a Sufi.
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