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‘ABD-AL-HAMID B. AHMAD

‘ABD-AL-HAMID B. AHMAD B. MOHAMMAD B. ‘ABD-AL-SAMAD SIRAZI, vizier
of the Ghaznavids in the late 5th/11th to early 6th/12th century. He is
described as serving Sultan Ebrahim b. Masd (451-92/1059-99) for twenty-two
years and then his son Masd III (492-508/1099-1115) for all sixteen years of
his reign, which would mean that he first became Ebrahim’s vizier in
470/1077-78. He came, as did many of the Ghaznavids’ servants, from a family
deeply imbued with the traditions of secretarial and official service, with
origins as far back as the Samanids; his father, Ahmad, had been the skillful
vizier of Masid b. Mahmud and then of the latter’s son Mawdud for the first
years of his reign. On the evidence of verses in qasidas of Mas‘id-e Sa‘d-e
Salman and Sayyed Hasan addressed to ‘Abd-al-Hamid, the family claimed
descent from the ‘Abbasid caliphs. ‘Abd-al-Hamid was certainly famed for his
administrative skill and his love of learning. A line often quoted in the sources
says that Kvaja ‘Abd-al-Hamid Ahmad-e ‘Abd-al-Samad firmly established the
rule of excellence, the upholding of religion, and the system of justice.
According to Kermani, he died a martyr, at what must have been an advanced
age, at the beginning of Bahramsah b. Mastd’s reign (thus shortly after
512/1118); possibly he had been too closely identified with the interests of the
previous sultan, Malek Arslan, whom Bahramsah had, with Saljuq help,
displaced. It seems possible that the famous composer of an elegant Persian
prose version of Kalila va Demna, Nasrallah b. Mohammad b. ‘Abd-al-Hamid
(d. in the late 6th/12th century), was his grandson.
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