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‘ABBAS-QOLI MIRZA QAJAR

‘ABBAS-QOLI MIRZA, son of Ebrahim Khan Zahir-al-dawla and, through his
mother (the princess Dawlatgeld], titled Navvab-e mota‘alia), a grandson of
Fath-‘All Shah. When Zahir-al-dawla, governor of Kerman since 1218/1803,
went to Tehran in 1240/1824, he appointed ‘Abbas-qoli Mirza as his deputy in
Kerman. The latter took precedence over governor’s own twenty-one sons,
thanks to his high-born mother. Zahir-al-dawla died in Tehran in 1240/1824 or
1241/1825; and ‘Abbas-qoli Mirza was made governor of Kerman, as was
customary in the early Qajar period and also because of his close family ties
with the shah. Persia had fared badly during the Second Russo-Turkish War
(1826-28), so that the shah’s position within the country weakened, and unrest
made itself felt throughout the provinces. A particularly prominent factor was
the hostility felt toward the crown prince ‘Abbas Mirza (q.v.), who was held
responsible for the disaster. The rebellion of ‘Abbas-goli must be seen in this
context; it was evidently inspired by Mohammad-Qasem Khan Damagani, who
had already been vizier of Kerman under Zahir-al-dawla. The chronology of
events is uncertain. Kanlar Khan, whom the shah commissioned to reestablish
his authority in Kerman, was murdered in Bagin on the governor’s orders
while returning to Tehran (20 Jomada 111243/8 January 1828). An army of
20,000 men advanced from Kerman to Yazd, where Mohammad-Vali Mirza
(son of Fath-‘All Shah) was governor. But it dispersed in Sems$ (12 farsaks
southeast of Yazd) after Mirza Hosayn Vazir (grandfather of Ahmad-‘Ali Khan
Vazirl, author of a history and geography of Kerman) had remonstrated with
them. ‘Abbas-qoli Mirza sought refuge with Hosayn-‘All Mirza Farmanfarma in
Shiraz; finding no help there, he moved on to Mazandaran. Here he was
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placed under arrest; but his life was spared, because he was a grandson of the
shah and son-in-law of the prince Mohammad-qol1 Mirza Molkara, governor of
Mazandaran. In 1243/1828 Hasan-‘All Mirza §ojé‘—al—saltana was made
governor of Kerman, and in 1831 the crown prince ‘Abbas Mirza was sent
there to restore order. ‘Abbas-qoli Mirza played no further role in political life.
E‘temad-al-saltana mentions in the salnama for 1298/1881 (supplement to
Tartk montazem-e Nasert, Tehran, 1298/1880-81, I, p. 3) a Sah-morad Mirza, son
of the “late” Haj1 ‘Abbas-qol1 Mirza; the latter could be the same governor of
Kerman whom we described here.
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