ABADA
Article by Clifford Edmund Bosworth

Encyclopaedia Iranica

Published: December 15, 1982
Last Updated: May 2, 2018

ABADA

ABADA

1. The name of a small town in northern Fars province, lying to the northeast
of the chaine magistrale of the Zagros at an altitude of 2,011 m/6,200 ft in 52°40
" east longitude and 31°11 ' north latitude. It is on the easterly (formally the
winter, now the all-weather) main Isfahan-Shiraz highway, 204 km from the
former and 280 km from the latter city. A branch road from the highway,
leaving it at Abarquh, connects Abada with Yazd. In earlier times, the town
was sometimes called Abada-ye Eqlid to distinguish it from the more southerly
Abada-ye Task (see 2, below); in the Hodud al-‘alam (tr. Minorsky, p. 129; cf. p.
380) Eqlid is described as a town in the mountain zone and is called Kelid
(perhaps from kelid, “key,” implying that the town was the key to Fars by the
route approaching it from the north). In the early 6th/12th century, Ebn al-
Balki, followed two centuries later by Hamdallah Mostawfl, mentions that
Abada-ye Eqlid and other places of the district belonged to the sardsir or cold
regions of Persia and that cereals were grown there but not fruit (Ebn al-Balki,
p- 123, and tr. in JRAS 1912, pp. 21-22; Mostawf{l, Nozhat al-qolub, text, p. 125,
tr., p. 123).

Abada has played virtually no part on the wider stage of Persian history.
When the English scholar E. G. Browne passed through it in 1888, he was
impressed by the pleasant orchards and gardens; it serverd as a telegraph
station and had a significant community of Baha'is (A Year Amongst the
Persians, Cambridge, 1926, pp. 253-54). At present the town forms the
northernmost district (Sahrestan) of Fars. The province of Isfahan lies to the
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north; that of Yazd is on the north and east. Shiraz district is to the south and
the west, and Behbehan district also lies to the west. The territory of Abada is
drained by the rivers of Izadkvast, Sadkam, Kor, and Bavvanat. In the 1345
S./1966 census, the district had a population of 137,941 (mostly sedentary). The
people are largely Shi‘ite and Persian-speaking, but some speakers of Lorl and
Turkish are found on the fringes of the Baktiari country. The population of the
town itself was 15,888 in 1966 and 23,383 in 1355 $./1976. The district also
includes the towns of Eqlid, Abarquh, and Sogad. Local agricultural products
(cultivated largely by means of ganat irrigation) include wheat, oats, cotton,
sesame, castor oil, leeks, and fruits and nuts. Notable handicrafts are
woodcarving and carpet and rug weaving.
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2. A medieval town near the northern shore of Lake Baktegan in Fars (thus to
the south of Abada-ye Eqlid). It was also known as Qarya ‘Abd-al-Rahman in
medieval times and subsequently as Abada-ye Task. Situated on the Estakr-
Sirjan summer road, it was of considerable importance in the early Islamic
period. The Hodud al-‘alam describes it as a caravan stage in the general
region between Estakr and Kerman (tr. Minorsky, p. 129). According to the
medieval geographers, it had a strong citadel and fine houses, with large
cisterns for storing an intermittent water supply. Grain and grapes were
grown, and Mostafwi recorded its revenue as 25,000 dinars (Nozhat al-qolub,
text, p. 123, tr,, p. 121).

See also Ebn al-Balki, p. 129; tr. in JRAS 1912, p. 30.
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